
ATTACHMENT 1 

(SAMPLE) OPINION OF COUNSEL 

Name of Applicant 

Address of Applicant 

Dear (Responsible Official for Applicant): 

This communication will serve as the requisite opinion of counsel to be filed with the 
Federal Transit Administration, United States Department of Transportation, in 
connection with the application of ( Name of Applicant ) for Federal transportation 
assistance (whether operating, capital or project planning assistance) authorized by 49 
U.S.C. chapter 53; title 23 United States Code; and other Federal statutes authorizing 
activities administered by the Federal Transit Administration.  

(If the Applicant intends to use this opinion to qualify for Urbanized Area Formula 
Program assistance authorized by 49 U.S.C. § 5307, the opinion must state whether the 
Applicant is the Designated Recipient as defined at 49 U.S.C. § 5307(a)(2) or whether 
the Applicant has received authority from the Designated Recipient to apply for and 
receive Urbanized Area Formula Program assistance. This is also true for JARC and 
NFI.) 

Citations to laws, regulations, etc. establishing the legal authority of ( Name of Applicant 
) to carry out transportation projects for which Federal assistance is sought is set forth 
below: 

1. ______________________________________________ is authorized by (cite and 
quote from legal authority) to provide and assist transportation by _________________  

2. The authority of ( Name of Applicant ) to provide funds for the local share of the 
project  

is set forth in (cite source and provide a copy of, for example, of the local ordinance 
passed by City Council or other governing body authorizing funding for the local share)  

3. I have reviewed the pertinent Federal, state, and local laws, and I have concluded 
that there is no legal impediment to your filing an application for the project for which  

( Name of Applicant ) seeks assistance. Furthermore, as a result of my examination, I 
find that there is no pending or threatened litigation or other action which might in any 
way adversely affect the proposed project or the capability of ( Name of Applicant ) to 
carry out the project. 

Sincerely, 

Legal Counsel  

 
 
 
[please attach a copy of any legal authority cited.] 

Comment [p1]: Strike or delete any 
that do not apply

Comment [j2]: Include the applicable 
FTA programs.  


